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Second Sunday in Advent
December 4, 2022

During the music before the service let us join in a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare our hearts
for worship.
Please stand as you are able where marked***

Greetings and Announcements
Prelude

***The Confession and Absolution

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1f we confess our sins God who
is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(A time of silent reflection and self-examination.)

Pastor: Most merciful God.

People: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen. Thanks be to God.

***Qpening Hymn: On Jordan’s Banks Hymn #4

On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings.

Then cleansed be every breast from sin, Make straight the way for God within;
And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there.

For thou art our salvation, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward,;
Without thy grace we waste away Like flowers that wither and decay.

Stretch forth thy hand, to health restore, And make us rise to fall no more;
Once more upon thy people shine, And fill the world with love divine.

All praise, eternal Son, to thee Whose advent sets thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore, And Holy Ghost, for evermore.



***Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7 (read responsively)

Liturgist: Give the king your justice, O God,

People: and your righteousness to the royal son!

Liturgist: May he judge your people with righteousness,

People: and your poor with justice!

Liturgist: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,

People: and the hills, in righteousness!

Liturgist: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children of the
needy,

People: and crush the oppressor!

Liturgist: May they fear you while the sun endures,

People: and as long as the moon, throughout all generations!

Liturgist: May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,

People: like showers that water the earth!

Liturgist: In his days may the righteous flourish,

People: and peace abound, till the moon be no more!

***The Gloria Patri: (sung) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it was in
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

***The Kyrie: (responses are sung)
Liturgist: Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Christ, have mercy upon us.
People: Christ, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Glory be to God on high!

***Gloria in Excelsis: (sung) And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we
worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the
Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our
prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou
only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

***Collect:

Liturgist: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

Liturgist: Let us pray.

People: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of thine only-begotten Son, so that by his
coming we may be enabled to serve thee with pure minds; through the same thy Son, Jesus Christ our

Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. Amen



The Scripture Lessons:
First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10

L A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—

3and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his
eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;

4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for
the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his
lips he will slay the wicked.

® Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

® The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and
the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.

"The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat
straw like the ox.

8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the
viper’s nest.

They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled
with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

101n that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will
rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.

Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson: Romans 15:4-13

4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.

®May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, ®so that with one mind and one voice you may
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

" Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. & For
| tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the
promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed °®and, moreover, that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written:

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.”

10 Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”

11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.”

12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule
over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.”

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

***The Alleluia: (sung) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia



Pastor: Lift up your hearts and hear the Holy Gospel as it is recorded in the third chapter of Saint Matthew
beginning with the first verse.
***People (sung) Glory be to thee, O Lord

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 3:1-12

LIn those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea ?and saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the
prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight
paths for him.””

4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His
food was locusts and wild honey. ° People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the
whole region of the Jordan. ® Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.

" But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing,
he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce
fruit in keeping with repentance. °® And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham
as our father.’ | tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 1° The ax
is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down
and thrown into the fire.

11T baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful
than I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat
into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
***People: (sung) Praise be to thee, O Christ

Children’s Sermon: Jeane Flesch
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Pulpit Hymn: Lift up Your Heads Hymn #8

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, Behold the King of glory waits!
The King of kings is drawing near, The Saviour of the world is here.

O blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the Ruler is confessed!
O happy hearts and happy homes To whom this King in triumph comes!

Fling wide the portals of your heart, Make it a temple set apart
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy.

Redeemer, come! with us abide; Our hearts to thee we open wide,
Let us thy inner presence feel, Thy grace and love in us reveal.

Sermon: SOI’] Of Man Cameron Swanson

JESUS"CHRIST
TheSn Of God

The Sermon Response: (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me. Cast me

not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation and
uphold me with thy free spirit.



***The Nicene Creed:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible; And
in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God,
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy
Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and
was buried; and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose
kingdom shall have no end. And | believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from
the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spake by the
Prophets. And | believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

***The General Prayer: (after each petition)

Pastor: Lord in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.
***The Prayer Response: (sung)
Hear our prayer, O Lord. Hear our prayer, O Lord. Incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace. Amen.

***The Preface: (responses are sung)

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up unto the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
People: It is meet and right so to do.

***Proper Preface:

Pastor: It is truly meet, right, and salutary, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O
Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God: And now do we praise thee, that thou didst send unto us thine
only-begotten Son, and that in him, being found in fashion as a man, thou didst reveal the fullness of thy glory.
Therefore with Angels, and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious
Name; evermore praising thee, and saying:

***The Sanctus: (sung)
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of thy glory; Hosanna in the highest. Blesséd
is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.

***The Consecration:

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread; and, when he had given thanks,
he brake it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you; this do in
remembrance of me.”

After the same manner also, he took the cup, when he had supped and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for you, and for many,
for the remission of sins; this do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.”



***The Eucharistic Prayer:

Pastor: Remembering, therefore, his salutary precept, his life-giving Passion and Death, his glorious Resurrection
and Ascension and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to thee, O Lord God Almighty, not as we
ought, but as we are able; and we beseech thee mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving, and with thy
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, thy servants, and these thine own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all
who partake thereof may be filled with heavenly benediction and grace, and, receiving the remission of sins, be
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all thy saints. And unto thee, O God, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory in thy holy Church, world without end. Amen.

***The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

***The Agnus Dei: (sung)

O Christ, thou Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, thou Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, thou Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. Amen.

The Communion (If you are baptized, believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, have honestly confessed
your sins, and believe that under the bread and wine Christ gives us his true body and blood, you are welcome to
come to communion.)

***pPost Communion Blessing:

Pastor: The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and His precious Blood strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.
People: Nunc Dimittis (Simeon’s Prayer): (sung) Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according
to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou has prepared before the face of all people; a light
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Pastor: O give thanks to the Lord for He is good.
People: (sung) And His mercy endureth forever.

***Closing Prayer: (responses are sung)

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to thee, Almighty God, that thou hast refreshed us with this thy salutary gift;
and we beseech thee, of thy mercy, to strengthen us through the same gift, in faith toward thee and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, thy dear Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Ghost, one God, world without end.

People: Amen.

Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

Pastor: Bless we the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

***The Benediction:
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People: (sung) The threefold Amen
A-men, A-men, A----men.



***Closing Hymn: Rejoice, All Ye Believers

Rejoice, all ye believers, And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing And darker night is near;
The Bride-groom is arising, And soon he draweth nigh;
Up, pray, and watch, and wrestle, At midnight comes the cry!

The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bride-groom near;

Go meet him as he cometh With hallelujahs clear;
The marriage-feast is waiting, The gates wide open stand,;
Up, up, ye heirs of glory, The Bride-groom is at hand!

Ye saints, who hear in patience Your cross and sufferings bore,

Shall live and reign for ever When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory The Lamb ye shall behold,
In triumph cast before him Your diadems of gold!

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;

Arise, thou Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere!
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption That brings us unto thee!

***The Postlude

A voice of one
crying out
in the desert,
Prepare the way
of the Lord

Matthew 3:3
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Hymn #14



Prayers and Praises:

For our church leaders:
Presiding Pastor: Rev Dr. Carey Larson
Assistant Presiding Pastor: Rev Roger Twito
AALC Administrator: Rev Dean Stoner
Secretary Pastor: Rev Joe Marsh
Home Mission Developer: Rev Joe Christina
National Office Manager: Bonnie Ohlrich
Seminary President: Rev Dr. Jordan Cooper
Seminary Administrator: Duane Kleven

Joyce Ballard Mark & Terri Ballard Sheila Perini Robin Nicholson
Michael D’Amico ~ Hope Johnston Sharon Phelps Ken Ford

Lee Ballard Samantha Shriver Jimmy Beall Burk Hill
Dorothy Foster Elizabeth Ondulich Ruth Bates Tammy Stimmell
Rebecca Robinson  Bill Trall Ted Hawk Harvey Jester
Debbie Stapf Jake Greear Sheri Perini Irv Stapf

Fred Carlson Bob Petersen Wendy Battles Lauren Galloway
Meryl Benenati Joyce Ballard Mark Beall Jan Gladhill
Bruce Gladhill Bob Petersen Family of Lindy Beall

For the President and the leaders of our nation
For those in the armed Services: Grace Gorevin, Zach Gorevin, Chris Clarke, Travis Hawk,
Skyler Hawk, Bethany Hueter, Chaplain John Reutemann, Chaplain Len Brokenshire,
Cameron Donk, Ethan Stone, Rebecca Deppe, Wendy Ahern, Kris Johnson
For our Seminary Students: Chris Clarke, Cameron Swanson, Kris Johnson
For a Region congregation: Pastor Chuck Sandison, Christ the King Lutheran Church, Chesterfield, Ml
For our missionary work: Youth for Christ
For those being persecuted for their faith in Christ
For the congregations of our Germantown/Clarksburg/Damascus community: Iglesia Pentecostal Camino
For the congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches
For our college students: Haven Flesch, Shelby Evans, Maddie Day, Joseph Flesch, Jude Stapf

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Men’s Bible Study: Will resume after the New Year.
Women’s Bible Study: Wednesdays at 10AM.
Adult Sunday School: 9:30AM.
Children’s Sunday School: 9:30AM.

You may continue to watch the Sunday services (10:30AM) via Livestream on Facebook — Christ

Lutheran Church AALC. The Bulletins for the services are on our Website:
christlutheranofgermantown.org. The video of every livestream is on our Facebook page. You can
access the livestream by clicking the link at the bottom of the first page of our website or by visiting

the Facebook page directly. Be sure to click on the ‘videos’ tab.

e We are collecting non-perishable foods for Damascus Help for their food pantry. Please place items

by the water fountain.
e We will have a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service on Saturday, December 24™ at 7PM.
e Service will be at the regular time, 10:30AM, on Christmas Day.
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